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Toc H is a Movement of people who seek 
to build friendships, and offer service, 
across the barriers that usually divide us 
from one another. The basic unit is the 
group — at best a good cross-section of 
the local neighbourhood — which meets 
together regularly, and seeks to serve the 
community around it. Toc H was 
founded in 1915 by the Rev P B ‘Tubby’ 
Clayton, and since then has been 
providing opportunities for people to test 
the Christian way by practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 

1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate people. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way by 


trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about 
Toc H and about the world as well as a 
record of Toc H service. Its title derives 
from the third of these Four Points. 


Cover picture 
Putting the Project Booklet together at 
Wendover. 
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Editorial 


By-elections 


by-elections! The recent one in Greenwich 


seems to have contained all the necessary ingredients — an apparently safe seat, which 
became less and less ‘safe’ as the campaign went on, interesting Ba et: a 
welcome emphasis on more local problems and bags of confidence, hen there are 
those wonderful lunatic characters and parties providing real light relief — the Monster 
Raving Loony Party’, Screaming Lord Sutch, and other delights. Don t ever think that 
pantomime is dead! Then there are the marvellous vagaries of the opinion polls. The 
fun is to try and discover which are striving to uncover the truth and which are 
cheerfully writing fiction to add to all the razzamattaz. While the voting itself takes 
place an expectant hush falls, even upon political commentators. It is, after all, too 
close to the actual result being known for them to risk their hard won reputations by 
making firm predictions now. In a by-election you only have one chance to be right, 
so for the prudent commentator the choice is simple — sit on the fence, or be quiet 
and hope that, if you were wrong two days ago, everyone will forget what you said! 


l don’t know about you, but I do love 


But after the results are known — ah! then comes the icing on the cake, the gilt on the 
gingerbread. for now senior Party Spokesmen, if not actual Party Leaders, come into 
their own. One party, of course, will be jubilant in victory, flushed with success or — 
all right, find your own cliche. However you want to pui it, their candidate will have 
won in our ‘first past the post’ system. Not for us the complexities and agonies of 
proportional representation, with second and subsequent choices to be weighed in the 
balance. No, here success and failure are mercifully quickly known, and the actual 
candidates, successful or not, can make their way for the ‘big guns’. 


It’s then that we get a glimpse of the real creativity of the senior politician. Speeches 
and comments by winning parties are fairly stereotyped — the SDP/Liberal Alliance 
has been ‘breaking the mold” and ‘changing the face of British politics’ for some time 
now. It’s the losers who have to be truly creative. What is simply not permissible is to 
say ‘we chose the wrong candidate’ or ‘we obviously need to re-think our politics’. 
Such an access of honesty. while it may be allowed behind closed doors, must never be 
exposed to public gaze. After Greenwich, for example, the fact that the Alliance 
actually won the seat from Labour in what was a fairly significant turn around is 
something which Labour Party spokesmen appeared to blithely ignore, or write off as 
a freak, due to an outburst of tactical voting. The main burden of their comment 
seems to have been that they may have lost the seat, but just look at how much worse 
the Tories did — their third place was so far off as to be almost nowhere! For the 
Conservative party spokesman the creation of a new bogy could hardly have come at a 
more opportune moment. “Tactical Voting’ (which, according to recent commentators, 
could actually mean voters thinking about who shall receive their vote) was to blame. 
Without it, while they may not have won, they could well have come second — and 
anyway. Labour had lost another seat! 


It’s all a splendid exercise in confusion and mis-direction, and the Westminster School 
of Coarse Acting, which seems to have taken over the House of Commons these days, 
should be proud of them all. Oh, I do love by-elections! When’s the next one? 


Other Communities of Faith 


In October 1986 Tom Gulliver wrote an introductory article for a new series called 
‘A Personal View’. Since then we have been privileged to share in some of the spiritual 
insights and religious experience of a number of people of different faiths. To write 
about faith in personal terms, and in such a short space, is far from easy — if you 
don’t believe it, try it. The subject is of much more than academic interest to members 
of a Movement committed to the Four Points. We live in a society in which members 
of other communities of faith are increasingly prominent. Our commitment to love 
widely and think fairly should mean that we recognise the challenge to reach out to 
them and make the attempt to understand something about their faith. We are 
challenged then lo build bridges of understanding, mutual respect and acceptance, and 
then, in humble witness, to share with each other our own revelations of God and 
intimations of his presence. Yet the series has so far provoked only minimal 
correspondence — our very first letters are in this issue — and try as we might we can 
raise only small interest in opportunities to meet with those from other cultures and 
faiths who are willing to share with us. Are we really so insular and uncaring? Or are 
we just slow to respond? CRR 


| Can Faith Move 
J Hone So!...... 


Within the Movement of Toc H we are 
constantly reminded that we are to love 
and care for our neighbours. This is also 
true in our churches. but who reminds 
the community at large? Radio, 
television, the press? | don’t think so, and 
in an age where there is so much 
unemployment it’s easy to become 
depressed and withdrawn and forget 
everyone else. What’s happened to the 
days when if old Mr Jones didn’t take in 
his daily pinta or open his curtains by 
10am someone would be knocking on his 
door to find out why? Nowadays caring 
for others tends to be looked at asa task 
voluntary organisations or social services 
take on, not the neighbours. 


At the end of June 1986 | was fortunate 
in becoming employed by St Oswald’s 
Church in Middlesbrough to try and 
recreate that elusive community 
awareness and set up a Care Network for 
the elderly, lonely and housebound. My 
task is to seek out volunteers in the area 
who would be willing to act as a ‘good 
neighbour’ and keep a watchful eye on 
those in need. 


Part of the church councils’ commitment 
to this project stems from their reaction 
to the Faith In The City report. They 
impressed the British Council of Churches 
with their ideas and they agreed to fund 
the project for two years with a 
possibility of a third. 


St Oswald’s in the Grove Hill estate is 
surrounded by broken glass; it also has to 
cope with vandalism, and the never 
ending graffiti which gives the vicar, Rev 
Sidney Fox, mixed feelings as sometimes 
it says nice things about him! However 
like so many other inner area churches 
with a small ageing congregation they 
seem to be always fighting to stay alive. 
There are many problems on the estate, 
unemployment is higher than the county 
average, and there is a very large 
population of elderly and single parents. 


Its the kind of place where the policy of 
‘what’s yours is mine and what’s mine is 
my own’ exits, and where after spending 
a day in the hall office I go with 
trepidation to see if my car still has 
wheels! But it isn’t all doom and gloom. 
The people have a wonderful sense of 
humour (they tell me they have to 
because they live here) and they do care, 
it’s just that with all their problems they 
have forgotten how to show it. 
a 

I have spent the first six months in 
research, planning publicity and working 
with the management committee who 
have been drawn from the church council 
and the community groups who meet in 
the hall. The church opened the doors of 
its hall to the community with the help 
of The Manpower Services Commission 
18 months ago. Among the groups who 
meet there is a Care and Share Club for 
OAPs and a lunch club for the 
housebound, and it is these two groups in 
particular which have become the spring- 
board for the Care Network project. 


The committee have not done anything 
like this before and during the last few 
months we have been exploring 
committee skills. At the moment we are 
planning a residential workshop at 
Scarborough to take place at the end of 
February. as a follow-up to a one day 
training event we held in November. We 
found a cosy little pub just outside town 
with a very accommodating landlord who 
allowed us the use of his function room. 
He kept us supplied with tea and coffee 
during the day and reserved a table for us 
in his dining room whilst allowing us to 
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choose from the bar meals menu, and 
detailed a waitress to look after us! 


We have just completed covering half of 
the area with handbills depicting 
characters we intend to use as a symbol 
along with the following words: “Being 
alone isn’t always from choice. Everyone 
needs someone. Apart from the milkman, 
who else calls?’ and finishes with, “You 
can help. Remember, one day it could 
happen to you’. I am delighted to report 
that a response is coming from these 
leaflets, slow so far. but it’s a positive 
start. There are many MSC projects 
willing to undertake shopping and 
household jobs for the elderly and 
housebound, but the changeover in 
workers can sometimes be too quick to 
develop a relationship. We will use the 
agencies if we need to but we are offering 
that little bit extra, friendship, something 
that overwhelmed me when F first joined 
Toc H many years ago. 


I have come a long way since those early 
days and the experience | have gained. 
especially during my time with the Coach 
House at Saltburn, has been invaluable 
and there is no doubt in my mind that 
without that experience I wouldn't be 
able to tackle this project today. It’s a 
great challenge to me and one that I’m 
enjoying immensely, although 
unfortunately it does mean that I shall 
have to withdraw from the forefront of 
Toc H events for a while and join the 
chorus! My family tell me that they're 
not too keen on having to make an 
appointment to see me between work and 
Toc H! 


Struggling to survive 


Thelma Bryan writes from Zimbabwe 
with news of Toc H activities in the 
capital, Harare. The main work of the 
Branch is with elderly people struggling 
to survive on inadequate pensions. ‘With 
wonderful donations from two churches, 
plus food. money, and clothes from our 
own members we are able to give 
monthly parcels to 15 elderly people of 
all races. We only wish we could help 
them more; we have grown very close to 
them. Toc H also has two residential 
houses in Harare which, says Thelma ‘do 
remarkably well. always full and fully 
multi-racial’. The two wardens, Frank 
Guest and Fred Wadhurst, are both 
around 80 years old. Meanwhile the 
Marondera Branch, which received its 
lamp only about a year ago, does a lot of 
work with local African families. 


More Christmas Cheer! 


Three hundred and sixteen food parcels, 
four baskets of fruit and 24 parcels of 
toiletries all adds up to a lot of happy 
recipients — and a lot of work and fund 
raising! Bill Humphries. who's the 
secretary of Budleigh Salterton Men’s 
Branch, says it all cost £1.200 which was 
raised in all kinds of ways. The picture 
shows Bill. with Jack Hockaday, the 
Branch Pilot, delivering a food parcel to 
Harry Trick, an elderly resident. 

Members of the Branch kepi 
themselves warm in the January snow by 
visiting and running errands for the 
elderly. the sick. hospitals and young 
families. ‘We have a full calendar for 
1987’, says Bill. Sounds as though they've 
made a good start! 
| ae t 
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Wedding bells on Bribie Island 


Congratulations on their recent wedding 
to Alf Duncanson and Kath Horne of 
Bribie Island Branch in Queensland. 
Australia. Alf is 88. He had to spend a 
year in hospital after a stroke, but soon 
after returning home he was able to 
resume attendance at Branch meetings 
and. despite a caliper on his leg, helped to 
take books from the local library to the 
sick and elderly in their own homes. 
Kath, who moved to Bribie Island some 
years ago when her first husband died, is 
also his partner in this Toc H job. ‘The 
wedding was a very happy affair’, writes 
Doreen Barton. ‘Kath was attended by 
her grandchildren and given away by her 
son, while Alfs grandson was best man. 
Incidentally, AIf threw away his stick to 
have the picture taken.’ 
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Springfields Special 


Springfields District Chairman, Derek 
Smith, is concerned at the shortage of 
Branch news in Point Three — so he’s sent 
us some! Coney Hall, Hayes and New 
Addington were all hoarse by the time 


Christmas was over — at least, they 
should have been with all that Caro] 
singing! 


Coney Hall also distributed food 
parcels and have run a series of outings fo 
for mentally handicapped people. 

Something over 30 ycars ago, 
Hayes Branch began a library service for 
people living in some local flats for the 
elderly. Derek tells us that this work is 
still going on and is much appreciated. 

New Addington is preparing to get 
in the swim again! Having had a good 
sponsored swim last year they’re hoping 
to repeat the experience in May. 

The District Branch meets four 
times a year, and serves as a most useful 
and enjoyable means of keeping ‘lone’ 
members in touch with each other. 


News from Eastbourne 


Eastbourne Joint Branch have been at it 
again! Doris Humphrey, who is the 
Branch Chairman, has written to tell us 
that the Branch has been able to give 
some much needed equipment to the 
local Princess Alice Hospital. It includes 
special mattresses, some padded fitments 
for wheelchairs and heel and elbow pads 
to aid mobility . . . ‘The gift was made 
possible by a legacy left to the Branch by 
a former member,’ says Doris. 


Our man in the Seychelles 


We have heard this month from Frank 
Puren. the only Toc H member in the 
Seychelles, and probably, he thinks, the 
only Toc H member there has ever been 
in that part of the world — but someone 
will probably write to challenge that 
claim. Frank joined Toc H back in 1949 
in Uganda, when Toc H was flourishing 
there under the leadership of the late 
Charles Potts. ‘Incidentally’. writes 
Frank, ‘with the thousands of tourists 
that visit us from Britain I bet there must 
be quite a number of Toc H members 
included. Please ask any members visiling 
these islands to try to make contact with 
me, preferably by letter beforehand. so 
that I can see if 1 can offer them a spare 
bed.’ If you want to take up that good 
offer Frank’s address is: PO Box 291. 


Port Victoria, Mahé. Seychelles. Indian 
Ocean. 
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Visit to 
Poperinge 
for World 
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Would you like to share the | 
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celebration of the World Chain of 

4 Light with our fellow members in j 
Poperinge this year? A party will be || 
jgoing out to Talbot House on i 
Í Thursday, 10 December and returning į 
Í to the UK on Monday, 4 December. | 


Enquiries and applications to: 

f Bert Hill 

| 228 Ben Davies Court 

| Underhill, Romiley 
Stockport, Cheshire 
Tel: 061 494 2033 
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Fred Mason, of Corby Branch, helps demonstate a new Vacatron machine which the 


Branch has presented to the Corby Diagnostic Centre. 


A good day out 


If, as you read the next paragraph, a sense 
of deja vu creeps over you it’s because we 
managed to publish the words in 
February — but not the picture. Since the 
picture was essential to the story several 
people were left scratching their heads! 
Sorry, West Central — but this is how it 
should have been. — Ed 


West Central Branch (W) together with 
Ray Coleiro (a former Marksman of Mark 
XI Leicester) and drivers from Camden 
took a party of 24 from our Toc H Club 
for the Handicapped in Camden to the 
gathering organised by Beds and Herts in 


the Hertford Castle Hall Centre. It was a 
great day and everyone enjoyed it, 
especially being able to go in and out of 
shops and the market (a very rare event 
for our friends). | took Helen (the one 
holding the Toc H -carrier bag) into St 
Andrews Church where we found a 
knecler embroidered with the Toc H lamp. 


Beds and Herts should be congratulated 
on a very fine, well-organised day. The 
tables had beautiful scttings, the food was 
good and attractively served AND — sheer 
joy to our members, unlimited cups of 
tea. AF 
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New Beds for Talbot House 


‘Do the old beds in Talbot House date 
back to the First World War?’ asks Bert 
Hill! I suspect that the answer to that is 
that the beds in the Garden House 
certainly do, and some of the rest might 
very well! Now, if you've been following 
‘Round and About’ in recent months you 
will know that Bert Hill has set out to 
remedy that situation, and has launched 
an appeal for new beds. Since they cost 
£180 each he was quite prepared for the 
appeal to take some time to reach its 
target — at least a year, he thought. 
But not so! To date eight new beds have 
been given and more are promised — so if 
your Branch wants to contribute to 
improving facilities in the Old House 
you'd better be quick and get in touch 
with Bert now! His address is: Bert Hill, 
228 Ben Davies Court, Underhill, 
Romiley, Stockport, Cheshire SK6 4QP. 
He'll be glad to hear from you — but 
don’t wait too long! 


Party Time in Welshpool 


It’s not often that anything from Powys 
appears in Point Three. So to remedy 
that. here’s news of Welshpool. At the 
beginning of January the Branch held its 
annual party for senior citizens. One 
hundred and sixty people. together with 
the Mayor and Mayoress, came together 
for a delicious tea. After tea Derek Parry, 
the Branch Secretary, took Light and 
Branch Padre Leonard West led family 
prayers. The evening ended with some 
entertainment, and the happy guests 
were finally sent home with a small gift 
— a quarter pound of tea each! 


Photo: Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph 


The Quest 
fOr GO pantine ruaa 


Pauline Rudd is a research 
biochemist in the University of 
Oxford. She is a Christian, and is 
married with four children. 


And the earth was without form and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. And the spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters, and God said 
‘Let there be light’. 


The quest for God begins with an inner 
awareness that there is more to life than 
physical existence. Something unformed 
stirs deep within us and over it the spirit 
hovers restlessly until we make a 
response. The response is one of 
yearning: a desire to love the infinite 
love, a desire for truth, wisdom and 
understanding and a desire to aspire to 
the harmony of wholeness which we 
dimly perceive. As we respond our 
spiritual lives take on shape and form as 
we move into the light, leaving behind for 
ever the fetters of ignorance and apathy. 
For the Christian this moment is 
powerfully symbolised by the sacrament 
of baptism. In this service the newly 
baptised person emerges from the water 
to be given a candle to show that he has 
thus passed from darkness to light. In 
churches where Holy water stoops are 
used Christians touch this water to recall 
the moment of baptism and to rededicate 
themselves to their quest. 


From the beginning we learn that inner 
experience must be brought to conscious 
expression if it is to play a full part in our 
lives, and the church has sought to help 
us to do this through the sacraments. A 
sacrament is an exterior act which 
proclaims an inner truth. Human beings 
have rational minds, and contemplative 
and conscious experience must, like the 
angels on Jacob’s ladder, move through 
our levels of understanding, nurturing 


and sustaining our whole being in 
harmony. 
As we rise from the waters we learn 


first of all that we are greatly loved. 
We are loved as a baby is loved by its 
mother — for no other reason than that it 
it is. Here we have no need to protect 
ourselves, no need to justify ourselves, no 
need even to be aware of ourselves — 
there is only a burning desire to return 
the love. Here we learn to follow; to 
wait in silence on the edge of our 
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experience where we are defenceless and 
vulnerable, where we love the most, hurt 
the most, rejoice the mosi and 
understand the most. It is here that we 
gain a sense of the mystery which 
animates our being and where we offer all 
that we are in a wondrous response to the 
love we find incarnate in us. 


At Christmas we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. We who feebly experience the light 
within us rejoice in the birth of a man in 
whom there was no barrier to the light. 
Jesus, who was so utterly open so that 
the God who is the root and ground 
of all being could shine unimpeded into 
the world, gives us an example of how a 
life lived in total harmony with the power 
that sustains all life can transform the 
world. He showed us compassion utterly 
devoid of self interest, authority which 
carried no taint of self assertion, justice 
which contained no seeds of revenge and 
finally sacrifice which left us sons and not 
debtors. These qualities are a result 
of an inner security where the self, 
knowing it is truly loved. has no need to 
protect, justify or assert itself and is 
thereby free to pour the glory of God 
into the world and to lead men from 
slavery to freedom. 


We who are created by the Father, led by 
the spirit and inspired by Jesus are 
continually renewed and strengthened by 
the sacraments of Confession and Holy 
Communion, as we seek to follow the 
light within us. We become aware that a 
curtain can fall between our conscious 
being and the inner light. This prevents us 
from drawing strength from God and 
simultaneously stops us expressing what 
is truly at the centre of our selves. We 
recognise that this is a result of sin, 
committed sometimes through ignorance, 
often through weakness, and occasionally 
through our own deliberate fault. At 
these times we might be tempted to 
believe that we should give up our 
searching and struggling. The Church 
through the sacrament of Confession 
proclaims that Jesus, the rejected and 
despised man of sorrows who was 
condemned to a criminals death, 
identified himself with the sins of the 
whole world. The cross proclaimed that 
never again would sacrifices of blood be 
acceptable as compensation for sin, 
for Jesus, the unblemished lamb, the 
expression of God himself. had made the 
final perfect sacrifice. Forgiveness can 
never be bought, it can only be received 
as a gift when we are prepared first to 
acknowledge our faults and then to 
aspire to the call of Micah: ‘Will the 
Lord be pleased with 


thousands of 


A PERSONAL VIEW 


rams or with 10,000 rivers of oil, shall ] 
give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul? He hath showed thee O man what js 
good: and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with thy God’. 


We courageously pick up the pieces and 
move forward again, knowing that we are 
supported and encouraged in all our good 
intentions. 


Within the sacrament of Holy 
Communion the elements of bread and 
wine are symbols of nourishment for the 
innermost part of our being. At the altar 
God pours his life into us, pours it in to 
overflowing and to yet more overflowing 
until we understand that his resources 
are infinite and that he can fill us with 
more strength, joy, peace, hope, wisdom 
and love than we can ever contain. We are 
the limiting factor, not him. When we 
comprehend this we no longer need to 
cling to what he gives us. We can allow 
everything to flow freely through us, to 
allow the flood to carry us, to dispel our 
fears and insecurities and to enrich not 
only our own lives but the lives of those 
around us. At the altar we learn that we 
are all branches of the same vine, all parts 
of the same body. We learn we are very 
individual, each very precious to God in 
a unique way. We also begin to see how 
important every other person is to the 
beauty of the whole and we learn to 
rejoice in each other and to encourage 
and support each other, as we become 
freed from jealousy and the need to excel 
at the expense of others. This concept 
learned in the centre of our being and 
expressed sacramentally through the 
sharing of one bread and one cup, has a 
profound effect on all our relationships 
as we move outwards into the world. 


Marriage is a relationship where we learn 
to lose ourselves in love for another. 
Through this sacrament with its solemn 
symbol of an unending ring we express 
the love we experience for our partner 
and the desire that we have to form a 
continuously creative. life giving bond 
where each will support the other in a 
quest for oneness and wholeness. As this 
love overspills into the birth of a child we 
experience one of the most sacred of 
moments. 


The sacrament proclaims another inner 
truth. Each of us is part masculine and 
part feminine. As we allow these aspects 
of our personalities to flourish we 
become aware of tremendous richness 
and creativity as we allow the one to 
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‘In Focus’ 


At Home in 
Hoddesdon 


John Harding 


We first started up in 1925, and the next 
year we were accorded Branch status by 
receiving our ‘Beck’ lamp from the Prince 
of Wales at the Manchester festival. Our 
meeting place was then (and still is) this 
historic old house opposite the clock 
tower at 99/101 High Street, Hoddesdon, 
Herts. 


In 1928 the owners proposed selling up, 
and we would have had to get out, so we 
appealed for help from the ‘news from 
everywhere’ column of a London Evening 
newspaper, and out of nowhere a Mrs 
McLachlan most generously bought the 
property for £1.200 and presented it to 
us so that Hoddesdon Branch could carry 
on and be assured of a secure home in 
perpetuity. 


In 1929 we were joined by our Ladies 
Branch (they meet downstairs and we are 
upstairs) in this ancient building which is 
framed by ‘nail bending’ wooden beams, 
many from old sailing ships, and dates 
from the ]16th/17th century when it was 
a blacksmiths (indeed a smithy has been 
on the site since 1370) serving the local 
tavern next door that was used as a stop 
off point for coaches travelling between 
London and Cambridge. The drivers slept 
in Our upstairs rooms and the rear was 
used for stabling the horses. 


Tubby never passed our way without 
calling in and saying hello. He loved the 
Chapel that contains so many 
remembrances including a crucifix from 
the rubble of ‘hell fire corner’, and the 
Cross of the unknown Herts soldier. In 


1952 Tubby wrote to us, ‘ft is my deep 


desire to see your home esteemed 
throughout Toc H with utmost pride — 
it is the oldest house Toc H possesses 
anywhere in the world. I am much 
impressed by what I have seen and I 
believe you have a genuine jewel which 
should be rightly preserved.’ 


Although we keep it in immaculate 
condition, the house is by no means just 
a show piece, and our Branch rooms/ 
downstairs windows are used at no charge 
by very many local charities, for sales, 
flag days, coffee mornings for the elderly, 
(run by a mentally handicapped group), 
displays, appeals and advertisements. It is 
especially busy in November and 
December with the British Legion and 
local Churches. 


We ourselves, both men and women’s 
Branches are involved in various things, 
for example blind and disabled clubs, the 
Oxfam shop, Lea Valley Talking 
Newspaper, old people's homes and clubs, 
plus transport with our minibus both 
locally and far and wide. We do a 2.000 
tea and 1.400 hot dog refreshment tent 
at the annual Hertford County Day Show 
which is a long day and hard work but 
brings in much needed funds for other 
activities. At a local schoo] we organise 


and put on a yearly Old Time Music Hal} 
show free of charge for 200/300 people. 
Christmas time we do food parcels for the 
over 60s and have a grotto at the Branch 
for kiddies, with Santa Claus of course, 
which everyone enjoys. We also seem to 
collect things which end up somewhere 
for good use like silver paper, stamps and 
old spectacles. 

The members of the ladies’ Branch 
specialise in mending and repairing 
clothes for the Shaftesbury Society 
(Guild of Good Samaritans in London). 
The quality and quantity is such that the 
organisations collect them from us in 
their own vans. The ladies are also 
individually involved with WRVS. Meals 
on Wheels, Books on Wheels. Save the 
Children Fund, British Legion and Lepra. 


We have two coach outings a year for 
friends and helpers, and close connections 
with projects for mentally handicapped 
people from Cell Barnes and Bennetts 
End Hospitals (holiday to Gt Yarmouth. 
Cuddesdon, Alison House etc). 


Keeping our activities and the house 
going for so many years hasn't been easy, 
but we are still here, being well known in 
the town and keeping the Toc H light 
burning. 


support the other within ourselves. Our 
compassion has an added quality of 
strength and our judgments are adorned 
with mercy; our rational, scientific minds 
can follow intuitive leaps and our 
sensitive searches for beauty can be 
expressed in disciplined sculpture and 
painting. 


Some people are called by God to 
exercise a priestly ministry. The 
sacramental sign of this is Ordination in 
which a person dedicates his or her whole 
being to the Service of God and the world 
and where this offering is accepted. The 
priest is called to be an enabler, an 
initiator of moments of stillness in which 
individuals or groups may experience the 


mystery which is God. It is a very great 
gift to have the sensitivity and selflessness 
to create such mecting points and yet 
never to occupy the space between God 
and man. It is also a great privilege and 
responsibility. The priest may help us to 
express the inexpressible. he may convey 
calm and comfort to the distressed, he 
may come alongside the man struggling 
with guilt. He may speak of God's love 
and open up to us the decpest of 
experiences as he administers the 
sacraments. But only in as much as he 
remains disciplined in prayer himself will 
he be able to use his training, experience 
and insight to encourage others to follow 
with courage the leading of the spirit in 
their own lives. 


So as we follow the light of the spirit 
through life it illuminates every part of 
our being and brings it to make a whole, 
integrated, joyous person. It confirms 
and strengthens all that we are: male, 
female, husband, wife, parent, child, 
rational, intuitive, artist, scientist, lovers 
of God and of our fellow men. In our 
quest we are filled with the gifts of the 
spirit, relinquishing as we travel the 
material security we no longer need. 
Finally at the end of our lives we are 
ready to lay it all on one side, and 
annointed with oil in the sacrament of 
Holy Unction we are carried by the love 
which has supported us all through our 
lives into a fuller and greater light. 


oon 
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The most innovative of the projects run 
by the Khasdobir Action Group is thé 
Schools under the Sky, through which 
some 600 children, mainly from illiterate 
families, are learning to read and write. 
The first one we visited, on the Malichura 
tea garden, was in fact the most recently 
established — it had only been going for 
two months. About 100 children, mostly 
aged four or five. were gathered in the 
yard in front of a little house, whose 
owner gladly allows it to be used for the 
school five mornings a week. Most of the 
schools have low benches for the children 
to sit on but here they were squatting on 
mats. Each had a slate and they were 
copying the Bengali alphabet from a 
blackboard propped against a tree. A few 
of the older ones were also learning the 
English alphabet. Much of the learning is 
by rote and every now and then a child 
would be called to the front to lead the 
chanting of letters or numbers. : 


The three young teachers moved quietly 
around, squatting on the ground to help 
one child or another. Their love for the 
children they were teaching was 
unmistakable. I was impressed by the 
obvious keenness of the children and by 
their ability to concentrate despite the 
distraction of our presence. One after 
another the children came forward to 
show us their slates with shy pride. 
Because of our visit a number of parents 
had come. at real cost to themselves in 
lost. earnings, to demonstrate their 
determination that their children should 
have the opportunity for schooling that 
they never had themselves. We were told 
that the management of the tea estate 
had been taken aback by the number of 
children who had enrolled in the school 
and had tried to suppress it. But the 


enthusiasm of both children and parents 
had made that impossible. 
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Schools under the sky. Peter helps some 
of the children. 


When the British established the iea 
gardens some 120 years ago they 
imported labour from tea growing areas 
in India. It is the descendants of these 
migrants who still work the tea gardens 
today. They are Hindus in a Muslim 
country and many of them have retained 
the language of their original homeland. 
So it was in a second language that many 
of the children were learning to read and 
write. 


The following morning we went to the 
longer established school on the 
Lakhatoorah tea garden, which borders 
on Khasdobir. On the way we were 
entertained to tea by the Assistant 
Manager. Seated in deep cane armchairs 
on the broad verandah in front of his 
spacious and elegant bungalow, looking 
out over his neat and colourful garden. 
the life of a tea planter looked pretty 
desirable. 


When permission was given by the 
management to open the Lakhatoorah 
School under the Sky the official primary 
school on the estate had just five pupils. 
The School under the Sky opened with 
165. Recently. however, numbers had 
dropped and the morning we visited there 
were perhaps 40 children. At all the 
schools at this time of year there were a 
few children absent because of colds and 
fevers but that couldn’t account for so 
large a drop. Some of the original 
children came from Malichura and had 
transferred there when that school had 
opened. Some had moved on, cither to 
the tea garden primary school, which now 
had 50 pupils. or to the Khasdobir 
primary school. Even so, it was clear that 
a lot of children had just dropped out. 
Both Harun and Peter sensed that there 
were political undercurrents which they 
didn’t yet understand. 


— 


Schools under the sky. Learning English 
alphabet. 


That afternoon we took a walk through 
one of the villages where the tea workers 
lived, so that Harun could talk to some of 
the parents. The houses were quite 
attractive, scattered among trees, each 
with a little plot of land. The whole 
village was neat and even the paths 
appeared to have been swept. But the 
signs of malnutrition and disease were 
much more obvious than in Khasdobir, 
Many of the children had swollen bellies 
and most of them had nasty sores on 
their skin. For the workers life on a tea 
estate is obviously far from idyllic. 


The other three Schools under the Sky 
are in different parts of Khasdobir itself, 
There were over 100 children at each 
when we visited. At one ihere were 
perhaps 20 children from comparatively 
well-to-do familics, who used it as a kind 
of nursery school. The great majority, 
however, were children of desperately 
poor, illiterate parents, day labourers and 
rickshaw pullers. In January 1986, at the 
start of the school year, 300 children 
from the Schools under the Sky entered 
the Khasdobir primary school. Many 
people said that their interest would soon 
wane and that in any case economic 
pressure would force them to drop out. 
With just a couple of weeks to go before 
the end of the school year only seven had 
in fact dropped out. That says something 
powerful both about the motivation of 
the children and their parents and about 
the atmosphere of the primary school. 


One morning we attended a meeting of 
the teachers at the Schools under the 
Sky. There are 13 of them, all voluntary, 
aged in their late teens or early 20s. Five 
of them are from well-off homes, high 
school or college graduates who have 
failed to find jobs. The rest are from poor 
families; one indeed is a rickshaw driver 
who teaches in the morning and pedals 
his rickshaw for the rest of the day. It’s a 
real Toc H mixture and the atmosphere as 
we walked in had the unmistakable. 
relaxed jokeyness of a good Toc H 
project. 


The main item on the agenda that 
Morning. clearly the continuation of a 
long-running discussion. was the problem 
of slates. The cheap slates they can afford 
to buy in bulk are just pieces of tin with a 
thin coating of black paint and the 
surface quickly becomes slippery. It’s 
impossible to write neatly on them with a 
slate pencil. After a long discussion of 
Options it was agreed to experiment with 
additional coats of paint. Meanwhile the 
children should be supplied with chalks 
which work better on the slippery surface. 
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The other concern was clothes. While the 
weather in winter is like a perfect English 
summer’s day, it gets cool at night. | was 
glad to wear a sweater most evenings and 
children whose only clothes are a torn 
shirt and a ragged pair of shorts feel 
bitterly cold. A member of the group 
was, therefore. commissioned to buy 
sweaters. Second hand children’s sweaters 
can be bought in the market for the 
equivalent of 25p cach. (I know that 
many Toc H members would love to knit 
sweaters for the children of Khasdobir 
but the sad faci is that the cost of 
transport and customs duty would make 
these sweaters more expensive than those 
that can be bought locally.) 


Another day we met with the whole 
Action Group. We threw the whole thing 
into confusion from the start by trying to 
arrange the chairs in an informal circle. 
This strange British attitude met with 
obvious disapproval from Harun and the 
headmaster who clearly felt it to be quite 
improper for there not to be a top table 
for them and us to sit at. In fact so many 
people, well over 50, crowded irto the 
small classroom at the primary school 
that they ended up sitting in rows 
anyway. However | had the opportunity, 
with the help of Harun’s interpreting, of 
saying a little about Toc H and of trying 
to show the similaritics between our 
ethos and that of the Group. This scemed 
to ring some bells and we were asked to 
meet them again the next evening to 
discuss this further. However, our 
inability to speak the language, coupled 
with our total failure to convey the idea 
of informal meetings, meant that we were 
quite unable to get a discussion going. 


However, it appeared later that this 
second meeting may not have been the 
complete disaster it seemed at the time. 
The suggestion was made that the Group 
members should get together and clean 
up one of the more squalid corners of the 
village. So maybe, just maybe, by the 
timc you read this Khasdobir will have 
seen its first conservation I poeci 


make 


Training Centre learning to 


clothes. 


ao % 3 x A 2 e i 
Schools under the sky. 


The five Schools under the Sky — with 
the possibility of a sixth sometime this 
year — is the largest piece of work 
initiated by the Action Group. A smaller, 
but no less important, project is the 
workshop where ten women are learning 
to make clothes. When they have finished 
their course it is hoped that they will 
form themselves into a co-operative, 
making clothes and selling them on the 
local market. Already it was noticeable 
that these women are much more self- 
confident than most women in the 
village. 


The women insisted on preparing Junch 
for us and that was a strange and rather 
distressing experience. The women 
themselves were charming and apparently 
delighted to entertain us. But we knew 
that they rarely, if ever, cat meat and all 
too frequently don’t have enough food of 
any kind. And we had to sit in front of 
them stuffing ourselves with quantities 
of food that we neither needed nor 
wanted. | just can't make any sense of 
that paradox. If they had shared the feast 
with us it might have been different. But 
in that culture hosts serve their guests; 
they don’t cat with them. 


The clothing workshop is one attempt to 
introduce new income-generating 
activities. Another, which could 
potentially affect more people is chicken 
farming. Local chickens produce only 
what Peter calls ‘budgie cggs’ but 
introducing European chickens is not 
casy because they are very susceptible to 
disease in Bangladesh. A regular series of 
injections has to be given at the right 
moment, especially during the first three 
months of life. However, a group of 
chickens in a shed in Harun’s compound 
scem to be growing well. If the problems 
have indced been licked the plan will be 
to bring up successive batches of chicks 
in this shed for that difficult first three 
months and then to distribute them to 
poor people in the village. The eggs they 
produce will both add variety to the dict 
and bring in an income. 


Some of the children at Malichura tea garden. 


Before | finish two general points need to 
be made. The first is that the project has 
helped to broaden out the concept of 
caring for one’s family and one’s own 
community to embrace the poor from 
other districts who've moved into 
Khasdobir. When the Schools under the 
Sky opened some of the teachers said: 
‘We're quite happy to teach the children 
of the village but we're not going to teach 
the children of those rubbish people’. But 
after a few days getting to know the 
children their attitude changed 
completely. They are now totally 
committed to, and fiercely protective of, 
‘their’ children. Someone said to Peter 
recently: “You’ve taught us that there 
aren’t any foreigners’. 


And the second point is that the project 
is the work of a large group of fine and 
dedicated people. Peter's role has been 
crucial, as the innovator and as the 
creator of the special atmosphere which 
surrounds all aspects of the work. But the 
project is no one-man-band. | have not 
the slightest doubt that when Peter leaves 
the work will continue. 


l have returned even more deeply 
convinced of the value of the work which 
Toc H has been privileged to help in 
Khasdobir. It has changed ingrained 
altitudes. It has brought together a 
deeply caring group of people. Above all 
it has brought hope and self-respect to a 
great many people who had neither. Peter 
will be returning from Bangladesh in the 
summer of 1988. | fervently hope that 
Toc H members will, for many years to 
come, want to support the project he has 
launched. 


A footnote from Peter Fast: 
‘The rickshaw driver you mentioned (see 
Point Three, March} died yesterday, lying 
on an old blanket on the earth floor of 
his run-down hut. Harun and 1 were with 
him. He was not in pain and just closed 
his eyes and slipped away. So Toharak Ali 
is at last at peace.’ 

Peter 
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| ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 


The North Wales 
& NorthWest 
Regional 
Festival Service 


on 


SATURDAY, 9 MAY 1987 


at 3.pm 
in 


THE CHURCH OF SAINT MARY 
NANTWICH 


Preacher: 
THE VERY REVEREND 
LAWRENCE JACKSON 
Provost of Blackburn 


Followed by buffet tea and a 
Concert in the Church given by 


THE MANCHESTER BOYS CHOIR 
Choir Director: Adrian P Jessett 


Cost: £3—inclusive of tea and concert 


Tickets from: 
The Regional Office, Wilson House, 
Ford Lane, Crewe, Cheshire. 

{Please include stamped addressed envelope) 


shops. museums and concerts. 


relevant. 


specific diets.) 


Further information (in writing) from: 


Crescent, London E9 7DL. 


Pnideaux House 


THE OLD TOC H HOUSE 
MARKS THE NEW WAY 
FOR FRIENDS ANONYMOUS SERVICE 


Home from home for that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, 


Prideaux House is not a hotel, nor a boarding house, nora hostel. It is the home 
of a community of people who have found their faith in God very real and 


To support the work, part of our aim is to offer good quality accommodation 
and a homely atmosphere. Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson 
Wing in ten single (only) rooms. Ideally suited to church, small groups or persons 
who want peace and quiet. (Not suitable for children, smokers and persons on 


Each bedroom is of a very high standard of furbishing. There are good shower 
facilities, lounges, TV room and a chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm, and 
you can relax quietly in Tubby Clayton’s own room. 


Revd Gualter R de Mello, Prideax House Ecumenical Centre, 


This scheme was set up on the initiation 
of Mr C Jackson Cole and is based on 
money arising from the sale of Warden 
Manor, the house on the Isle of Sheppey 
where many Toc H members have spent 
enjoyable holidays in the past. The 
intention of the scheme is ‘to encourage 
local initiatives by Toc H Branches, 
Groups and Districts which will extend 
the influence of Toc H with particular 
emphasis on the potential for an increase 
in membership’. 


The first awards were made in 1980 when 
the intention was to run the scheme on 
alternate years; later the decision was 
taken to make awards annually even 
though this would mean that the funds 
would eventually run out. Normally there 
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are approximately 20 applications each 
year and generally most applications have 
received an award. 


The Committee with the responsibility 
for organising the annual awards has now 
become aware that the initial guidelines 
for making awards have not always been 
followed. and as from 1987 the Warden 
Manor Funds have been transferred to the 
trusteeship of Toc H, we have had to take 
a more careful view of the applications 
received. One result of this is that more 
applications have been unsuccessful this 
year than in the past. 


For the benefit of those who have been 

unsuccessful and to help future applicants, 

the following criteria were given to the 

“Awards Panel’: 

1 Projects should be designed to 
spread the influence of Toc H. 


2 The potential for increase in 
membership is of prime 
importance. 

3 There must be real worth in the 
work likely to be achieved. 

4 You should bear in mind the 


question of future developments, 
ie from acorn to oak. 

5 Originality and imagination are 
important. 

6 There should be a high degree of 
involvement of volunteers to 
support the project. 


7 There must be the ability to carry 
out the project. 

8 Encouragement of work with the 
young and ethnic minorities is 


important. 


For the unsuccessful applicants 1 would 
also make the point that your failure to 
obtain an award does not mean that your 
project was not worthwhile: far from it! 
It does mean that as Toc H are now the 
trustees of the Warden Manor Funds we 
must be seen to be working within the 
guidelines as originally set out. 


~ Wewill Remember... 


Editor's Note: 
Due to pressure of space, the Editor usually has 
to reduce the length of tributes sent in — and 
will continue to do so unless the author 
specifically requests ‘All or nothing’! 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In January 

Eric Abbiss (Wakefield) 

Evelyn Bramwell (Alston) 

L F ‘Victor’ Brown (Ely) 

Jenny Carrington (Norwich) 

Marjorie Hennnessey (Headingley) 

Eileen B Garwood (Belfairs) 

Rodney W Hogben (North Sussex District) 
Derek J L Hussey (Central Overseas) 
Sidney F Lee (Springfields District) 
Kathleen E ‘Ossie’ Osborne (Netherall) 
Ethel M R Pound (Newport (10W) ) 
Winifred E Simmons (Springfields District) 
Constance M Walsh (West Worthing) 


In February 

Ronald P Birch (Calstock) 

Joan Patterson (Llandrindod Wells) 

E GM ‘Gwen’ Payne (Blackpool) 

A ‘Len’ Shepherd (North Bucks with 
Oxford District) 

H H ‘Bert’ Smith (Cambridge) 

O Kathleen Thompson (Malton) 


Easter 
at Alison 
House 


16-19 April 1987 


An opportunity to experience some- 
thing of the drama of the events leading 
to Easter Day in a relaxed and reflective 
atmosphere at Alison House, a Toc H 
Centre in the Peak District. The leaders 
will be the Revds Alan Johnson and 
Colin Rudd. Whole families will be 
welcome. The only planned events are 
the three services where the drama will 
unfold. The rest of the time is for you 
to spend as you wish. 


£41.40 with reductions for 
children. 


Cost: 


Please send your name, 
address and telephone 
number, together with £10 
deposit for cach adult, to: 


Booking: 


The Revd C R Rudd 
Toc H Headquarters 
1 Forest Close 
Wendover 
Aylesbury 
Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 0296 623911 


David Richards, who dicd on 3 July 1986 was 
a dedicated church worker being warden of 
Christ Church, Welshpool! for 39 years. 

To us in Toc H David was a pillar of 
this Branch, being secretary for almost 50 years. 

He was well known by many Branches 
throughout the district and was always available 
when required at any time. 

He will be sadly missed by all and will 
be remembered as a true member of Toc H. 

DP 


Hilda Dickinson is a name known to many in 
the North Wales and North West Region and 
she will be remembered for her work on the old 
Manchester Area Executive. She was for many 
years, and right up to the present. our Builders 
Secretary and the organiser of the visits of our 
Blind and Handicapped Friends to our Annual 
Festival of Music. This was not by any means 
a ‘one night job’. Every year Hilda appealed to 
the Membership for financial support for this 
project, and did it so well that she was able to 
provide tickets for all who were able to come, 
almost 200 in 1986. During the concert she 
could be seen giving, with the Guides, whatever 
attention was required to ensure a happy 
evening for everyone. During the interval 
it was a cup of tea for all, and at the end safely 
on to the coaches for the journey home. 

Hilda worked hard and long in our 
Movement and yet still found time and energy 
to be involved in many other things. 
particularly the Red Cross. She will certainly be 
missed, but we are grateful for all she did and 
the privilege of sharing the journey with her. 

CHC 


With the passing of Ken Darby in his 85th year, 
Ashby Men's Branch has lost one of its most 
respected members. 

Ken was a very dignified man, always 
kind and always ready to give good sound 
advice and win help despite his advancing years. 

Ken, who was the deputy head of 
Castle Rock High School when he retired, had a 
lasting interest in the welfare of young people. 
This was further demonstrated through his 
involvement with the Coalville Corps of the 
ATC in which he served as officer for nine 
years, for 20 years as Chairman, and finally as 
President for 15 years. 

For 45 years Ken was connected with 
Toc H, serving for a while as Central Councillor. 
He was also a regular member of the Leicester 
Toc H Lunch Club. For the last two years he 
was a member of the Ashby Branch when the 
Coalville Branch ceased to be. 

His love for the Church was just as 
strong, serving as sidesman, PCC, and on the 
Diocesan Bourd of Mission and Unity. 

Ken's Christian life was reflected in 
the large congregation at his funeral in St 
David's Church, Coalville, including many 
Clergy, Officers of ATC and Toc H friends in 
Leicestershire. 

The Service ended with the choir and 
congregation joining to sing the Nunc Dimitis, 
‘Lard now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace’, a fitting tribute to a fine Christian man. 

JQ 


Sidney Lee was nearly 90 when he died in 
January. For much of his life he was a member 
of the West Wickham Branch, but in recent 
years had joined the Springfields District 
Branch. In spite of his blindness he was a 
regular attender at Branch mectings. 


Winnie Simmonds, who dicd in January, had 
been a member of Springfields District Branch. 
Throughout her long membership she belonged 
to several Branches and held many Branch 
offices. 


Joan Neaum died on 2 January asa result of an 
accident as she left church on 2] December. 
Joan had been secretary to Allestree Branch for 
jl years and District secretary for nine years. 
Although disabled from childhood she was an 
active worker for the C of E Children’s Socicty 
and was an official guide to Derby Cathedral. 
JFPH 


Elsie Osbourne, known to all in Toc H as ‘Ossie’ 
died in hospital on 2 January. Ossie was a 
founder member of Netherall Ladies Branch. 
She was treasurer up to the time of going into 
hospital. Toc H was her life; she visited the Old 
House, Poperinge many times and was more 
than generous in her help and giving to 
charitable activitics and Branch jobs. 
Toc H will be the poorer in her passing 
and we in the Branch will miss her so much. 
DW 


Cheltenham Branch mourn the sudden death of 
Mary Mayberry Smith on 19 January. Mayberry 
was brought up in Toc H as her father, William 
Smith, was one of the carlicst members of 
Cheltenham Branch. She first joined the League 
of Women Helpers and on the fusion of the two 
sections became a leading worker in the focal 
Branch. In spite of lifelong il health she gave 
valuable and costly service at Branch and 
District level. The members of Cheltenham 
Branch turned out in force with some members 
from Gloucester Branch to salute the memory 
of a very gallant lady when the ceremony of 
Light was taken at her funeral service at the 
Methodist Church in Cheltenham which she so 
faithfully attended during her later years. 

EGV 


Members in Scotland, and indeed further afield 
will be saddened to know of the death of 
Amelia Lochtie. 

While still in her teens Amelia was one 
of the earliest members of the Toc H League of 
Women Helpers when it was introduced to 
Scotland by Rev George Macleod to back up 
the work of the lively Toc H Branches of the 
late 20s. Later, as the Movement spread and it 
became necessary to form a Scottish executive 
to draw the membership together for 
encouragement and planning, Amelia soon 
became its secretary and served the family 
loyally, latterly on the Central Executive of 
the Women’s Association until its amalgamation 
with Toc H in 1971. 

Along with other members of the 
Glasgow Branch she regularly visited 
homebound members under a charitable 
bequest until her heulth gave way at the onset 
of Alzheimers disease. Her last many months 
were spent in a Home where she died on 19 
January, at the age of 74. 

FMB 


‘Kathleen Thompson, of Malton Branch died 
suddenly on 25 January’, writes Adaline Glover. 
‘Despite her 86 years she was very active, and 
still attended meetings whenever she could.’ 


We give thanks for their lives 


Pho 


fears 


During the years when Talbot House was 
a rest centre for Allied Troops fighting in 
the Ypres Salient, many men made it 
clear to Tubby Clayton that, if they 
survived, they would offer themselves for 
ordination as priests in the Church of 
England. When the war ended in 1918 a 
considerable number wished to honour 
the commitment they had made, but for 
various reasons the traditional] theological 
colleges were unable to take them as 
students. Never one to let grass grow 
under his feet Tubby obtained the use of 
the disused prison at Knutsford in 
Cheshire, and, in 1919, opened it as the 
Knutsford Ordination Test School. There 
men were offered a chance to test their 
vocation and received the academic 
instruction they needed to go on to 
theological college. Those early days at 
Knutsford must have been tough, testing 
pioneering spirit as well as vocation! 


EN 
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to: Evening Post, Jersey 


Among those young pioneers was Arthur 
Granger. who first went to Knutsford in 
1919, and spent two years there before 
going on to theological college. Arthur is 
now the padre to the St Helier Branch of 
Toc H in Jersey, and has recently 
celebrated the 60th anniversary of his 
ordination. We offer him ovur 


congratulations and warmest good wishes. 
CRR 
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Stand up and be counted 


The letter from Richard Crump in your 
February Point Three does not seem to 
be an example of ‘Thinking Fairly’. . . 

Everyone surely is against the 
possession of nuclear bombs but we do 
not take actions which distract the police 
from the proper duties of crime 
prevention. How much crime could have 
been prevented, how many innocent 
victims protected from violence or 
robbery had the police not been taken 
from their role as public protectors had 
the activists behaved in a peaceful and 
rational manner? 

The way to disarmament is 
through negotiation from a position of 
strength, not weakness. | believe that we 
are much nearer to successful reductions 
of arms of all sorts by the stance 
successive British Governments have 
adopted than through all the antics of the 
anti nuclear campaigners. 

We may be ‘fence sitters’ but this 
is preferable to being fence destroyers 
and this will be clearly demonstrated 


when the time comes for a General 
Election. 
John Poole 
Kettering 


Can we never learn from past mistakes? 
This country reduced its armed forces to 
a dangerously low level in the 1930s. 
Result — Hitler broke the conditions 
imposed on Germany by the Treaty of 
Versailles with impunity. He then 


‘Beat the 


Blues’ 
Weekend 


Judi Edwards 


‘Beat the January Blues’ Weekend was the 
optimistic title for a weekend of potential 
monotony — collating and making up the 
projects booklets at Headquarters! 
Everything seemed set against us 
immediately prior to the weekend — the 
print machine kept breaking down, the 
electric stapler gave up. the big freeze 
occurred, and Headquarters itself was 
almost totally without water for several 
days. However, everything miraculously 


thought that he could invade Poland 
without opposition from Britain and 
France. We decided otherwise, hence 
World War Two. 

At the present time, the 
Communist Party in Russia has stated 
openly that its objective is world 
domination. Of course, it would prefer to 
attain this without becoming involved in 
another major war. The West’s possession 
of ‘the Bomb’ is all that stands in the way 
of its achieving that objective, since the 
Eastern Bloc already has more tanks, 
submarines and military personnel than 
the West. 

In these circumstances, unilateral 
disarmament is the shortest and surest 
way to World War Three. | cannot believe 
that is what Richard Crump really wants. 


Yvette Fryman 
Nottingham 


Your correspondent Richard Crump is 
anxious for comments — pro or anti — 
on the anti-nuclear campaign. May | take 
up another point in his letter: he thinks 
that if no response is made to his letter 
then Toc H is moribund. I think all 
readers of the February ‘Point Three’ will 
want to challenge any statement about 
Toc H being moribund: the magazine is 
full of, articles and statements showing 
that Toc H members are active in a great 
variely of ways and are helping many 


under-privileged people “Round and 
About’. Church Action with the 
Unemployed. with its inset ‘Do 
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recovered, and a group of volunteers 
gathered together for a weekend of 
collating, folding, stapling, counting, and 
‘stuffing’ — accompanied by a large slice 
of fun! Work began as soon as people 
arrived and continued in shifts 
throughout most of the weekend as duc 
to other commitments some people 
went and others arrived at various stages. 


The production line was at maximum 
output. quality control featured highly, 
and an attempt to build a snowman on 
the lawn was frustrated by the poor 
‘sticking’ quality of the snow! 


All in all, the weekend was a howling 
(or should | say ‘singing’?) success, with 
the task achieved an hour before lunch on 
Sunday. Heartfelt thanks are due to 
Helen, Julie, Julie, John, Martin, Adrian, 
Katie, Mandy, David. Lesley and Keith 
for their unfailing hard work and tireless 
energy throughout the weckend. 


Thanks also to the staff at Headquarters 
for the production of the booklet. 


Opinions expressed in these columns (including any editorial comment) are those of the 
contributor and not necessarily those of the Toc H Movement, We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters carrying the correspondent’s full name and address will be considered for publication. 
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Something’ was particularly interesting 
and encouraging. Activities at Cuddesdon 
House and at the Taizé Community were 
highlighted in welk written articles: Jabal 
Muhammad Buaben’s ‘Personal View’ 
shows how his ‘horizon on Inter-Faith 
relations and understanding’ are widening 
at Selly Oak College. 

The magazine reveals to me an 
organisation that is very much alive; I 
hope Richard Crump agrees. 


K H Strange 
Tunbridge Wells 


Alison House 


I feel that t must correct the impression 
given by the heading of ‘In Focus’ in 
February ‘Point Three’. The phrase used 
was ‘unlike Alison House, Cuddesdon is 
entirely owned by Toc H’ — so is Alison 
House! 

Originally it belonged to Toc H 
Women’s Association and was 
administered by a Trust of Toc H women 
and George Liddle who was the Women’s 
Treasurer at the time. 

On integration it became the 
property of the whole Movement namely 
Toc H, but is still administered by five 
Toc H members, two men and three 
women, who watch over the finances and 
the aims of the work being done by the 
Wardens — namely to spread the Christian 
beliefs through friendship and service. 


Marjorie Berry 
Chairman of the Trustees 


(I am sorry to have been the cause of 
some upset with the heading to the article 
about Cuddesdon (‘Point Three’, 
February). It was not an attempt to 
knock Alison House, but I can see that it 
may have been misleading. The fact 
remains, however, that the ‘style of 
ownership’, if 1 can call it that, is not the 
same for both Centres. Alison House has 
a Board of Trustees which has to give its 
consent to any changes or developments 
which may be planned. Cuddesdon, on 
the other hand, is under the direct 
control of the CEC, which can at any 
time make decisions about its use. or even 
its sale, and put those decisions into 
effect. | was simply trying to indicate 
that there is this major and fundamental 
difference in our ownership of the two 
Centres. — Ed) 


A Personal View 


I fee] that it is neccessary to comment on 
the article ‘This is my story’ by a Muslim 
in the February issue of ‘Point Three’. 

Although these days our spiritual 
leaders seem strangely reluctant to 
proclaim the Christian faith surely it must 
be up to those who are trying to lead a 
Christian life to stand up and be counted 
and declare Christ crucified and risen 
again. 

The Christian faith is unique. It is 
the only one which is backed by One who 
rose from the dead. As He told His 
followers that many false prophets would 
arise, His words are devastatingly true in 


this present age and the country has 
many of them. How can we teach alien 
religions in this once Christian country? 
We have much to answer for. Christ is our 
one and only mediator between man and 
God as He, Himself told us. 

We have a unique guide in our 
Bible which should be followed. We find 
much proof if we need it, in the word of 
God. Even looking at Isaiah, who lived 
some 600 years before the birth of Christ, 
we find reference to that birth, and many 
other instances may be found. 
Archaeological excavations prove a great 
deal and strangely enough the Book of 
the Prophet Isaiah is the only one to have 
been recovered in its entirety from the 
Qumran caves. 

Whilst all are entitled to their 
opinions let us deal with facts and facts 
only. There is only one God and Creator 
of the universe. There is only one Christ, 
His Incarnate Son who has lived on earth, 
was rejected as He said He would be and 
rose victorious from the tomb. There is 
one Holy Spirit given at Pentecost. 

As God commanded, we take the 
name of God in vain at our risk. There is 
eternily with or without God and it will 
surcly be without Him unless we 
acknowledge and worship Him in 
reverence and in truth. Let us not be 
afraid to say this even if some be 
offended at His name as He stated. 


Eric Varty 
Wallasey 


Port Penrhyn is the Toc H activity 
centre in North Wales situated on the 
edge of Bangor it looks out over the 
Menai Straits to the Isle of Anglesey, 
and has Snowdonia’s national park as a 
spectacular backdrop. 


The Centre can accommodate up to 
34 people in two dormitories, with a 
separate room for the party leader. 
There are rooms equipped for games, 
crafts and music, together with a 
modern, well-equipped kitchen for 
parties to do their own catering. 


All 


kinds of activities are available 
THR! X 
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once you're here — everything from 
on, or in, the water to walking and 
rock-climbing. You don't have to be 
energetic, either, to enjoy the Centre 
and its surroundings. Most parts are 
accessible by road, so you can explore 
by car or coach. and admire the 
scenery without having to shin up a 
rope or paddle your own canoe! 


If you would like to know more, or, 
better still, if you would actually like 


to come, contact Brenda Gould, 
Toc H Activity Centre, Port Penrhyn, 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 4HN. 


Telephone: 0248 (Bangor) 351906. 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


* GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight. attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
Jund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Chursh Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals. . . 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


Welcome 


The following new members 
registered during January/February: 


were 


Ronald N Dilley (Anstey M), 

Mrs Kathleen M Duncan, Mrs Winifred D 
Taylor (Belfairs W), Miss Kaddy Thomas 
(Birmingham District), Mr D Conroy, 
Stanley Jones (Broadway M), 

Peter J Foreman (Colwyn Bay M), 
Michael D Carrol, Eric C Gale, John L 
Jones (Corwen M), Mrs Majorie Carroll, 
Mrs Norah D Gale (Corwen), Valerie 
Tyler (Denton J), Thomas Heatlie 
(Duns M). Mrs Sylvia Passmore, Mrs 
Winifred K M Holmes (Elmstead J), 
Miss Edna M Cook (Grays W), 

Timothy D Ely (Hartley Wintney W), 
Mrs Millicent M Webster, Mrs Norah 
King (Melton Mowbray W) 

Mrs Alice L Smith (Parkhurst W) 

Mrs May De Courcy (Salcombe J) 

Mrs Winifred E Fernee, George P Smith 
(Seaford J), David E Feltham 
(Somerton J), George N Dean 
(Stamford J), Mrs Sybil E M Priddle 
(Taunton J), Henry Morris (Walsall M). 


A warm welcome to 28 new members 
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to John Dunwell who has been appointed 
as Warden/Development Worker at 
Colsterdale. John, aged 28, has been a 
member of Toc H for some eight years, 
though he first became involved in a 
voluntary capacity in 1976. He has been 
employed as a Social Worker at Hebden 
Bridge for three and half years and 
previously worked in the Probation 
Service in Birmingham. 

John is married and he and his 
wife. Suzanne, will be taking up residence 
in the warden’s flat attached to the 
Centre at Colsterdale where John will 
commence his duties from the beginning 
of April. A post combining management 
of the Colsterdale Centre with a Field 
Staff role in the North Eastern Region, 
John expects to have his work cut out. 
However, he’s very much looking forward 
to getting started and meeting people 
both at Colsterdale and out on his 
travels. 
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Country Holiday 
Accommodation 


(Bed, Breakfast, and Evening Meal) 


at 
Corndene 
R a 


Enjoy a quiet break in rural Shropshire. 

— informal, family atmosphere 

— secluded and peaceful setting 

— ground floor rooms with ensuite 
bathrooms 

— visitors’ sitting room & dining room 

— central heating & log fires 

— beautiful countryside 

— many local attractions 


We cater specially for disabled and 
handicapped visitors and are open all 
year except for Christmas week. 
Standard terms £15.25 per person per 
day B, B & E. 


If you look after a disabled person, know 
someone who does or are yourself disabled 
you may be interested in our out-of-season 
breaks when we will provide care and full 
board for disabled guests. 


Please write or telephone for further 
information to: 
Clare & David Currant 
Corndene, Coreley 
Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 3AW 
Tel: Ludlow (0584) 890324 


Forthcoming Events 


April 
l- 3 Project 4. Gardening Gala at Alison House Open 
3- 5 Project 79. Reflections, Lindridge House Open 


10-12 Project 80. Learning about Toc H, Lindridge House 
Project 81. What is Ramadan? Leicester 

Project 5. Weekend away for residents of Shenley Hospital! 
Easter at Alison House 

Project 6. Last Chance at Lecky Lake 

Project 67. Exploring Dartmoor, Lindridge House 

Project 7. Madness at Mundesley 

Central Executive Committee 

North Wales & North Western Regional Council 


24-26 
25 
25 
25 Southern Regional Council 
25- Project 8 
3 May Conservation with a difference, Droitwich 


Open 
Open 
Open 
Open 
Open 
Open 
Open 


16-19 
18-25 


Open 

May 
Project 68. Poetry Weekend, Alison House Open 
Project 11. Great Straits Raft Run, Port Penrhyn Open 


Open 


4 

4 

4 Project 7. National Youth Weekend, Marafun 
0 Open 


Project 69. Natural History Weekend, Alison House 

Notts & Derby Area Gathering 

9 North Wales & North Western Regional Festival, Nantwich 
South Eastern Regional Executive Committee 

National Staff Gathering 

Notts & Derby Area Weekend, Alison House 


16 West Midlands & South Wales Regional Council 
16 Mid Eastern Regional AGM Open 
16-17 South Western Region Quiet Days at Compton Durville 


Project 10. Unemployed Adventure Weekend, Birmingham 
The Meaning of Faith, Cuddesdon 

Project 12. Holiday with Deaf Adults, Mundesley 
Stockport District Weekend, Alison House 


Open 
Open 
Open 


Activity and Leisure Weekend, Alison House 
Project 13. Holiday with Deaf Children, Mundesley 

Project 83. Visit to Taize 

South Western Regional Council 

Summer School at Alison House 

Project 85. In Flanders Fields, Poperinge 

Project 1S. Unemployed? Bored? Want to do something? Newbury 
Project 86. The Poperinge Experience, Poperinge 


Open 
Open 
Open 


Open 
Open 
Open 
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4July The Norfolk Show, Norwich Open 


Poperinge | Small Ads 


The growing interest in visiting Talbot 
House, the birthplace of Toc H, means 
that there is a need for more people 
willing to take on the rewarding 
responsibility of leading parties. 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


A leaflet is now available giving 
guidance on all the practical aspects 
involved, making it easy for YOU to 
become a party leader. The leaflet is 
free and can be obtained from: 


Fund Raising. Spring Flower Bulbs for Resale 
at Direct from Grower Prices. Good profits to 
be made on quality daffodils, tulips, crocus, 
hyacinths etc. Add a new dimension to your 
Auiumn Fayres, Coffee Mornings etc. Price list 
sent on request. M K & B Chappell, Fengate 


International Officer 


TocH Road, West Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs 
PE11 3NE (0775 87 381). 
1 Forest Close 
Wendover Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
Aylesbury combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gald stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bucks HP22 6BT Bradford BD3 BT. 
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TheWarden Manor Awards 1987 


The Warden Manor Awards provide financial support on an annual basis to encourage the promotion and 
development of Toc H throughout the United Kingdom. This year the control of the trust funds has passed from 
the Phyllis Trust to Toc H and the selection pane! have been particularly aware of the need to follow the 
guidelines set out for the awards with an emphasis still on work with the young and with disadvantaged groups. 
Awards were made as follows: 


Toc H Brumblebees Encouraging local volunteers to continue an association with the Brumblebees by 
£350 involving them in the supervision of a group of Inner City children on a holiday at the 
International Children’s Festival Site in Leyland. 


Toc H 38 Newark Street Two projects; the first one involving local volunteers, from the multi-racial area around 

£700 f Newark Street, in a working project in the house garden; the second involves venture 
weekends for the young unemployed in Tower Hamlets, encouraging them to involve 
themselves in Toc H projects. 


Northants Action Group A project designed to involve both the physically handicapped and able bodied 
£900 volunteers at an adventure centre in [rthlingborough. It is hoped to encourage the 
physically handicapped volunteers to become part of the Group. 


The Befrienders (Sunday Club) The Club encourages ex-psychiatric patients to develop confidence in themselves and 
£100 their abilities. It involves both the young and more mature people. 


Bangor Brown Bread Toc H Action Group A series of summer projects with a variety of disadvantaged groups designed to expand 


/Grvp Gweithredn Bara Brown Bangor the project scene in North Wales and to involve and keep involved the volunteers who 
£1 000 take part. 

Toc H Could... A pilot scheme to attempt to promote growth and to enable younger members to 
Colne/Orwell & Constable District find new personal challenges. The project is one of conservation at Landguard Fort 
£200 and along the banks of the Rivers Orwell and Deben. 

Toc H Cell Barnes Project This project involves taking a group of mentally handicapped patients to Talbot 
£200 house, Poperinge; it will offer a residential experience to the young volunteers and is 


aimed to encourage longer term involvement at Action Group/ Branch levels. 


South Staffs & Wulfrun District A working holiday for young unemployed at Port Penrhyn; the young people will 
£300 work with the Bangor Conservation Volunteers. Ht is hoped to encourage these young 
people to forma Toc H group in the district. 


Toc H Four Point Challenge The thousand mile cycle ride is intended to promote and publicise Toc H. The visits to 
£500 each centre will it is hoped encourage new people to become involved in Toc H. 

Toc H Broadland District A series of holidays at Mundlesley House for handicapped children and adults. They 
£200 are designed to introduce Toc H to the younger volunteers and hopefully 10 encourage 


longer term involvement and commitment. 


Toc H South West Cornwall District A residential week in Falmouth, with older blind people, to enable young volunteers 
£200 to experience living in a group and the feeling of Toc H commitment. 

Toc H South Devon District A working holiday at Lindridge House involving the elderly and deprived children. Its 
£100 objective is to heighten the local awareness of Toc H and to create a longer term 


involvement of the volunteers. 
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GENERAL ASSISTANT Accommodation may be available; and 


the annual leave entitlement is 20 


FORCUDDESDON "1a 


£4,520 - £5,900 Apply with details of qualifications 


= ` and experience to: Personnel & 
We need a General Assistant to help nature and the successful candidate Training Office. Toc H HQ. 1 Forest 


with the running of Cuddesdon House, must be prepared to turn her/his hands Close, Wendover, Aylesbury. Bucks 
near Oxford, fora periodof 12months. to all aspects of the work; a clean HP22 6BT, Closing date for receipt of 
The work is of a residential/catering driving licence would be an advantage. applications: 16 April 1987. 


L Published by Toc H, | Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


